A,  1741.]             DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS.                       481

the account of the measures of the British ministers, which
the noble lord who spoke against the motion has laid be-
fore you, there is little necessity for another attempt to
convince you that our liberty and the liberty of Europe
are in danger, or of disturbing- your reflections by another
enumeration of follies and misfortunes.

To mention the folly of our measures is superfluous like-
wise, for another reason. They who do not already ac-
knowledge it, may be justly suspected of suppressing their
conviction ; for how can it be possible, that they who can-
not produce a single instance of wisdom or fortitude, who
cannot point out one enterprise wisely concerted and suc-
cessfully executed, can yet sincerely declare, that nothing
has been omitted which our interest required ?

The measures, my lords, which are now pursued, are the
same which for twenty months have kept the whole nation
in continual disturbance, and have raised the indignation
of every man, whose private interest was not promoted by
them. These measures cannot be said to be rashly cen-
sured, or condemned before they are seen in their full
extent, or expanded into all their consequences; for they
have been prosecuted, my lords, with all the confidence of
authority and all the perseverance of obstinacy, without any
other opposition than fruitless clamours, or petitions unre-
garded. And what consequences have they produced ?
What but poverty and distractions at home, and the con-
tempt and insults of foreign powers? What but the ne-
cessity of retrieving by war the losses sustained by timorous
and dilatory negotiations; and the miscarriages of a war,
in which only folly and cowardice have involved us?

Nothing, my lords, is more astonishing, than that it
should be asserted in this assembly that we have no ill
success to complain of. Might we not hope for success, if
we have calculated the events of war, and made a suitable
preparation? And how is this to be done, but by com-
paring our forces with that of our enemy, who must, un-
doubtedly, be more or less formidable according to the pro-
portion which his treasures and his troops bear to our own?

Upon the assurance of the certainty of this practice,
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